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JOY CHINESE POOL EUROPEAN TOUR

Caros associados,

A direcdo da FPB informa o seguinte:
A Federacdo Portuguesa de Bilhar, ha mais de 2 anos, comunicou aos representantes
em Portugal do “Chinese Pool” que esta disponivel para andlise e discussdo de uma

proposta concreta para organiza¢do de provas dessa variante. No entanto, nunca

durante esse periodo chegou qualquer proposta concreta a FPB para anélise.

Apesar de tudo, a FPB tem tratado o assunto com alguma parciménia. Isto até ao
momento em que foi anunciada uma prova de dimensdo internacional daquela variante,
a ser organizada em Portugal, sem que a FPB tenha sido consultada para o efeito.

Nomeadamente, o Joy Chinese Pool European Tour.

A FPB, no decurso das suas obrigacGes institucionais e estatutarias, apresentou as
autoridades competentes a situacdo. Na resposta da ASAE, é-nos dito que tendo
acusado a rece¢do da nossa comunicagdo - e por ser da sua competéncia - ird tomar

todas as diligéncias legais/processuais que considere necessarias.

Lembramos que a Lei protege as federa¢bGes desportivas na medida em que sdo elas
que no dia-a-dia promovem e desenvolvem o desporto em Portugal.

Assim, na conjugac¢do do que vai dito no Regime Juridico das Federagdes Desportivas,
Decreto-Lei 248-B/2008 de 31 de Dezembro, com o disposto no DL 45/2015 de 9 de
Abril e ainda com a Lei 5/2007 de 16 de Janeiro (Lei de Bases do Desporto), decorre,

cristalinamente, que é competéncia exclusiva da Federagdo Portuguesa de Bilhar a
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emissdao de parecer, favordvel ou ndo, quanto a realizacdao de provas de bilhar no nosso
pais, sendo que o requerimento deste é obrigatdrio, nos termos da Lei, pela entidade
promotora da prova.

Face ao exposto, a referida Prova ndo cumpre quaisquer dos requisitos legais!

Por outro lado, a Federacdao Portuguesa de Bilhar no sentido da prossecucdo e defesa
dos interesses dos seus associados - os clubes e seus atletas - ird proceder a
averiguacdo das condi¢cdes para abertura de processos disciplinares, nos termos do
Regulamento Disciplinar da Federacdo Portuguesa de Bilhar, aos atletas que participem

nesta ou noutras provas que ndo cumpram os requisitos legais.

Mais lembramos que a nivel internacional aplicar-se-do as san¢des emanadas pela EPBF,
nomeadamente, a proibicdo de participacdo dos atletas em todas as suas competicdes,

nos termos da comunicacdo da EPBF as Federacdes e atletas, que se anexa.

Terminamos, esclarecendo que a Federagdo Portuguesa de Bilhar tem a obrigagdo legal
e estatutdria de tratar como iguais todas as entidades que de alguma forma estejam
envolvidas no bilhar desportivo e, como tal, neste caso ndo pode ser diferente.

Ndo é a maior ou menor capacidade financeira que aproxima ou afasta da Lei as

organizacdes de provas.

A Lei determina que a Federagdo tem que ser consultada oficialmente para que possa,
como a lei prevé, emitir parecer. Relembramos que, neste caso, ndo existiu nesse

sentido qualquer contacto oficial com a Federacgado.

Saudag¢des Desportivas

A Direc¢do da FPB
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As you probably know the pool billiard discipline, at least according to the WPA,
Chinese 8-Ball did come to Europe. The Chinese company JOY Billiards did
create the federation ICEA (International Chinese 8-Ball Association). Most of
the EPBF members did, approx. 1 year ago, receive a letter from JOY / ICEA with
a commercial proposal. Not all members did receive it because in several EPBF
member countries other promoters were asked before JOY / ICEA approached the
EPBF member.

When this was reported to the EPBF we did, several times, send a letter to JOY /
ICEA asking why they don’t approach the EPBF members first. This was / is part
of the contract, at least that is what the WPA claims, between the WPA en JOY /
ICEA. We never did receive a satisfactory answer from Joy / ICEA. In spite of
several EPBF complaints to the WPA, JOY / ICEA didn’t care and they did go on
with their activities.

Besides of the several EPBF attempts to get in contact with JOY / ICEA it was the
WPA President Mr. Anderson who did arrange finally a meeting between myself,
as President of the EPBF, Mr. Anderson, as WPA President and the CEO of JOY.
This meeting took place in Amsterdam March 2019. The purpose of the meeting
was, from the EPBF point of view, to get an agreement or understanding on 2
points. (1) to make sure that JOY / ICEA do contact the EPBF member first if
they want to get active in a certain country in Europe and, (2) respect the EPBF
sports calendar and the national sports calendar of the EPBF members when it
comes to activities in that particular member country. These 2 simple points
should be the basis for a short-term co-operation which then should lead to a
deeper co-operation in the future.

These 2 points only should be confirmed in a kind of MOU (Memorandum of
Understanding) between JOY / ICEA and EPBF.
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In spite of the simplicity of this MOU, JOY / ICEA did just frustrate the making D
and signing this document by just writing more and more in that MOU. www.dynarmic-billard.com

Points that were not agreed and / or discussed This was a very frustrating process.

Between the meeting in Amsterdam and the letter today a few members did report ® aramith’
that JOY / ICEA did approach other promoters in their country to become their
partner and again it was shown that JOY / ICEA don’t want to co-operate and or s

work together with the EPBF and / or their members. In one EPBF member 'Q
country it did escalated even more, and it could be that this all turns out in a court R
case. RASSON
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Also, it was announced that JOY / ICEA want to start Euro Tour events in
Chinese 8-Ball and again without any information and / or discussion with the
EPBF or one of its members. Of course, it can be stated that everybody is free to
host events, which I do agree with, but in the light of the meeting in Amsterdam
and the statements from JOY / ICEA that they want to co-operate this is of course
not the best start.

Having all this in mind the EPBF board did have a discussion and an evaluation of
this issue and the attempts from the EPBF side to come to a co-operation and / or
an agreement with JOY / ICEA. The EPBF board is of the opinion that from the
EPBF side all possible was done to come to a co-operation or agreement but that
itis JOY / ICEA that frustrate this process. During the EPBF general Assembly in
May it was already mentioned that this issue needs attention and the board will
make a decision. It did take a bit longer because the EPBF board wanted to see if
things became better after the GA with JOY / ICEA, but unfortunately, as stated

in this letter it only got worse.

The latest information we did get that JOY / ICEA did announce at least 2 Euro
Tour events, as far as we know, in the upcoming period with, again, no
consultation of our members in these particular countries.

With having this all mentioned in this letter in mind the EPBF did make the
following decision:

It is not the EPBF’s intension to forbid EPBF members and / or their athletes to
participate at the JOY / ICEA Euro Tour events or any other events hosted by
JOY / ICEA in the future. What we want to do is to ask EPBF members and / or
their athletes to make a choice whether they want to belong the JOY / ICEA group
or the EPBF.
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This means that if the EPBF members and / or their members join the JOY / ICEA
events it is a clear indication for the EPBF that these Members and / or their
athletes choose to be part of the JOY / ICEA group and don’t want to be part of
the EPBF events anymore. In principle the EPBF member and / or their athletes
have to make a choice where he / she wants to belong to.

If the choice is to participate at JOY / ICEA events, which is determined by
participation at the first JOY / ICEA event, it will be not possible anymore to
participate at EPBF events (Euro Tour Men and / or Women & European
Championships till the end of 2020. What will be the rule after 2020 will be up for
evaluation and developments with regards to an agreement with JOY / ICEA in
the future.

It is with regrets that the EPBF board needs to use this kind of strong
“instruments” but after all the good intensions form the EPBF side it is now time
to put some pressure towards JOY / ICEA to get them at the table again in order
to find ways to respect each other. It will be not an easy job to find this after the
last few months but the EPBF board did and do express their intension to clear
things up via conversations and meetings.

We can only hope that we could bring across our concerns and hope of course that
all European members and athletes stay loyal to our point of view. Only together

we can keep our beloved sport and organizational structure at a certain level.

If you have, after receiving this letter, questions or comments, please don’t
hesitate to send it.

With kind regards,

Gre Leenders

President EPBF
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